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DILLON QUIRKE FOUNDATION

My name is Nóirín Ryan-Forrestall. I am married with four
kids living in Clonoulty. I am so honoured to be able to
help and support the Dillon Quirke Foundation in any
small way. I know the Quirke family well and I had the
pleasure of babysitting Dillon Shannon and Kellie during
my teenage years. Once I had the hurley and sliotar with
me and was ready to have a few pucks, babysitting never
felt like work and I have very fond memories of that time.
I am honoured to sing our anthem on such a special

 occasion and wish the Foundation every good luck as it strives for change. 

Message from today’s match officials
We are honoured today to officiate at the Tipperary v Kilkenny game for
the Dillon Quirke Founation. It was with great regret we heard of the
sudden loss of Dillon last August in FBD Semple Stadium. As the news
broke, the county was in mourning as the family and wider community
came to grips with Dillon’s death. He was not just an inter-county hurler
but a player both Clonoulty and Rossmore people and beyond looked up
to and admired. Dillon touched everyone who knew him and with this
Foundation will touch many more players in future. I’d like to thank
Clonoulty-Rossmore chairman Andrew Fryday, Dan, Hazel, Shannon and
Kellie Quirke and all their extended family for setting up the Foundation.
Linesmen: Michael Kennedy, Peter Carroll. Umpires: Sean Bradshaw,

Mickey Butler, David Horgan, Jack Breen. 
FERGAL HORGAN

(Referee)

Clár an Lae
1.40pm           Tiobraid Árann amach ar an Páirc
1.42pm          Cill Chainnigh amach ar an Páirc
1.45pm           Oifigigh an Chluiche amach ar an bpáirc
1.55pm           Pre-match parade led by the Seán Treacy Pipe Band
1.58pm           Amhrán na bhFiann (Sung by Nóirín Ní Riain)
2.00pm           Tús an chluiche
2.35pm          Leath-am
                      •  The Tony Reddin Perpetual Cup “Hurler of the Year 2022” will be 

presented on behalf of the Tipperary Supporters Club to Dan and Hazel
Quirke. (See page 28)

                      •  Poc Fada – Four participants, Tipperary’s Darragh Mooney (Éire Óg
Annacarty, Cathal Dillon (Aherlow) and Kilkenny’s Paddy Lyng (Rower-
Inistioge), Mikey Kirwan (Glenmore), will contest the final. These four
players will be presented with a specially designed  Dillon Quirke
Foundation jersey, in their county colours, with the winner receiving the
Dillon Quirke trophy. (See page 26)

                      •  Presentation of cheque to the Foundation from the proceeds of this year’s
County U-21 Tournament Competition organised by all four divisions.

2.55pm           Tús an dara leath
3.30pm          Críoch an chluiche
3.40pm          Presentation of the Dillon Quirke Cup to the winning captain

by Dan and Hazel, followed by the presentation of trophies
to the winning team and the ‘Man of the Match’ Award
(sponsored by B&T Sports, Cashel)

Edited and compiled by:  Ger Corbett            Design and layout:  Tom Beirne            Print:  Guardian Print & Design

FRONT COVER –
Dillon Quirke
goes on a solo
run while
Kilkenny’s
Martin Keoghan
gives chase
during the 2022
Allianz National
Hurling League
game.  [Photo:
Bridget Delaney]
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1ú Feabhra 2023

A chairde,

Is pribhléid agus onóir mór dom labhairt libh ar an ócáid speisialta seo, 
ag ceiliúradh saol Dillon Quirke.

I am delighted to be part of this celebration of the life of Dillon Quirke.

It is poignant that we are gathered here in Semple Stadium, a place so steeped in history
and hurling heritage, that it is also the place where Dillon was tragically lost playing the
game he loved so much.

It was poignant too that it should have happened in the colours of his beloved Clonoulty-
Rossmore, the club that meant so much to him and where he was part of so many happy
and precious memories. Dillon was destined to make his mark in the GAA. This had
already been established at club level and at 24 years of age was increasingly the case in
the blue and gold of Tipperary.

His sudden passing on the field of play last summer was a numbing shock to all and is still
felt sharpest in the surroundings of his home where he was idolised by his beloved family
and especially parents Hazel and Dan and sisters Shannon and Kellie.

Dillon’s contribution to the GAA will not end there. His legacy will be cherished by those
who remember their devoted friend and teammate and the awareness created around his
sad passing will also serve as an important reminder that the life we have is short and
precious and that we should make the most of every day we have.

They are never really gone when there are those left who remember them and keep their
memory alive and this will forever be the case with Dillon Quirke.

Suaimhneas sioraí dá anam.

Is mise le meas,

Labhrás Mac Carthaigh
Uachtarán

Message from

Labhrás Mac Carthaigh
(Uachtarán Cumann Lúthchleas Gael)
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AR SON Comhairle na Mumhan, fearaim fíorchaoin fáilte romhaibh go léir inniu
chuig an gcluiche speisialta seo idir Cill Chainnigh agus Tiobraid Árann i gcuimhne
ar Dillon Quirke agus chun tacaíocht a thabhairt don fhondúireacht Dillon Quirke. 

Today’s game between Kilkenny and Tipperary is a very special and important occasion.
In welcoming you all on behalf of Comhairle na Mumhan, I am conscious that it will be a
day of mixed emotions, sadness as we remember the tragic loss of Dillon due to SADS here
in Semple Stadium last August and hope as we support the Dillon Quirke Foundation and
its aim is to save lives by screening every GAA player both male and female from the age
of 12 upwards.
I am full of admiration for Dillon’s parents, Dan and Hazel, and his sisters Shannon and

Kellie for their initiative and foresight in establishing this Foundation in memory of their
beloved Dillon. I want to congratulate them and the extended Quirke and Fryday families
and all those involved for their commitment to this ambitious screening programme,
particularly so soon after experiencing such a tragic loss. 
I want to thank the Kilkenny and Tipperary County Boards, team managements and

players for participating in today’s game. They have a busy schedule at present, but it is
always important to keep focus on the GAA’s importance as a supportive community based
organisation, all the more so at times of sadness and loss. Today is a unique event in the
long standing rivalry between Tipperary and Kilkenny and their participation is a great
tribute to both counties. 
Dillon Quirke made a big impression on last year’s Munster senior hurling championship

and little did we think last May that we would never see him take his place again in some
of the great contests that excite such interest annually in this great championship. Hurling’s
loss pales into insignificance compared to the loss to his family, friends, and team mates in
Clonoulty-Rossmore and Tipperary, but the support you as a hurling community are giving
to the Dillon Quirke Foundation will perpetuate his memory in a very fitting and important
way. 
I would like to acknowledge and congratulate the Clonoulty-Rossmore club on their

inspirational response to Dillon’s loss since last August.  
Guím gach rath ar Fhondúireacht Dillon Quirke agus dearbhaím dóibh tacaíocht

leanúnach Chomhairle na Mumhan.

GEARÓID Ó RIAIN
Cathaoirleach, Comhairle na Mumhan

Message from
Chairman,

Munster GAA
Council
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ON BEHALF of Tipperary GAA, it is my privilege to welcome everyone
here to FBD Semple Stadium for today’s game between Tipperary and
Kilkenny in aid of the Dillon Quirke Foundation. It is appropriate
that this game should take place here in the Stadium, in a field that

Dillon graced many times and where he unexpectedly passed away last August.
Dillon was an outstanding player for both Club and County and his displays
in last year’s championship identified him as a leader for the future. 

The news of Dillon’s sudden and tragic passing sent shock waves throughout
the GAA Community across the country. The support and solidarity shown to
both the Quirke family and Clonoulty-Rossmore GAA Club epitomised the true
spirit of the GAA. Most of us in the GAA are preoccupied with the playing and
winning of games but it is in circumstances like these that we rally together to
support those suffering a tragic loss. The attendance at Dillon’s funeral of so
many Club and County players displayed the esteem in which Dillon was held.

Despite their tragic loss, the Quirke family are now trying to help others
prevent the situation they unfortunately found themselves in. They have set up
a foundation to honour Dillon and to also raise awareness of Sudden Adult
Death Syndrome (SADS). The funds raised by this foundation will help screen
GAA players across the country for SADS and will help save the lives of many
people in future years.

I commend the Quirke Family for all their efforts in setting up this
foundation that will help many young people throughout the country. I would
like to express my thanks to both Tipperary and Kilkenny Senior Management
and players in making themselves available to support this very worthy cause.
Finally, I want to thank all who attend today’s game and urge everyone to
promote and support the Dillon Quirke Foundation in any way possible. 

SEOSAMH Ó CINNEIDE
Coiste Chontae Thiobraid Árann

Message from
Chairman,

Tipperary County
Board



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As sponsors of Tipperary GAA, we want to be Tipperary GAA’s strongest partner, 
by leaning on the core values we share with them and their supporters. 

Our values guide the way we make decisions and deliver on our commitments to 
our clients, our communities and to each other. They articulate what we care about 
and what we believe is important. They guide us in making decisions each day and 
anchor our culture. 

o Earn client trust every day. 
o Create with purpose. 
o Inspire and achieve excellence. 
o Do the right thing. 
o Deliver on the promise of one Fiserv. 

From the interactions we had with Dillon, it was very clear that he too shared 
values like these. His uncle, Andrew Fryday, Chairman of Clonoulty-Rossmore, said 
that “Dillon was the heart and soul of our club. As captain of the senior team, he 
was our leading inspiration.” He had earned the trust of his teammates and club 
who had made him captain. Dillon had driven himself to be a top athlete, while 
inspiring others to achieve the excellence he demanded of himself.  

Most of all Dillon was the ultimate gentleman, and always the first to stand up and 
do the right thing. 

The sense of community and heartfelt emotion that was shown by the GAA and its 
supporters when Dillon tragically passed away, epitomised why we chose to 
partner with Tipperary GAA. We ask you all to join us in supporting this fantastic 
foundation and its work to raise awareness of SADS, and we look forward to 
honouring Dillon’s legacy throughout the year and the years to come.  

To Dillon’s family - Comhbhrón ó chroí leat ar bhás do mhic agus do dhearthár 
ionúin, tá brón orainn as do chailliúint. Tá tú inár smaointe agus inár bpaidreacha. 
Suaimhneas síoraí dó. 
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D
ILLON’S dramatic entrance
into this world, arriving six
weeks prematurely on
28/02/1998 could not have
prepared his family and loved

ones, in any way, for his shock exit just
twenty four short years later. He was the
only son and middle child of Dan and
Hazel. 

Having attended primary school in
Ballagh, he graduated to Thurles CBS.
Sport and in particular hurling became
one of his first loves and soon he was an
integral part of Clonoulty-Rossmore
underage club teams. His first taste of
success in the blue and gold of Tipper-
ary came while attending Ballagh
National School. He lined out, at an
early age in the Primary School Games

Dillon QUIRKE

Dillon Quirke (sixth from right) captained Clonoulty-Rossmore team that stood to attention for 
the National Anthem prior to the 2022 FBD County SHC match against Kilruane MacDonaghs at
Semple Stadium.

Continued on page 9  ➜

– a life full of hurling
By:  Caitríona O’Gorman, Secretary Clonoulty-Rossmore GAA Club



Limerick’s William O’Donoghue
attempts to block Dillon

Quirke’s progress during the
Munster GAA Senior Hurling
Championship Round 3 match
between Limerick and Tipperary

at TUS Gaelic Grounds in
Limerick on 8th May 2022.

[Photo: Ray McManus/Sportsfile]
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that took place during half time in Tip-
perary championship matches. Dillon
knew there and then that he would do
his utmost to become a Tipperary senior
hurler. 

Sport played a huge part in Dillon’s
life. His juvenile years with his beloved
Clonoulty-Rossmore were successful

times for him. In 2012 they won the
County U14 hurling final by defeating
Newport. He won a County U16 medal
in 2014 when Clonoulty-Rossmore
defeated Kiladangan in Templetuohy. In
2015, he won his cherished Harty Cup
medal with Thurles CBS and in the
same year he won a County Minor B
football medal, defeating Loughmore in
the final. He won his second County
football medal in 2017 when Clon -
oulty-Rossmore defeated Cahir in the
U21B County football final.

2018 was a very special year for him.
It has been acknowledged by his fellow
team mates that Clonoulty-Rossmore
would not have won the County Senior
Hurling final of that year without Dil-
lon’s contribution. On that day against
Éire Óg Nenagh he scored two spectacu-
lar line balls but his offering to general
play was immense, fetching ball after
ball down from the skies when their
backs were to the wall. This game was
played on October 21st and on Decem-
ber 16th all roads led to Boherlahan to

Dillon Quirke lifts the Dan Breen Cup in the the presence of joyful teammates after the 2018 County
SHC Final win. [Photos: Bridget Delaney]

Dillon Quirke aims for a score against Kilruane
MacDonaghs during his final match in the FBD
County SHC at Semple Stadium.
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take on a much fancied Thurles Sars-
fields team in the U21 hurling final.
Never before in the history of his
beloved club had they succeeded in
winning this despite many attempts. In
the days leading up to the game, there
were mutterings that if Dillon played,
he would have been going totally
against medical advice at that time. On
the day his team mates played the game
of their lives without Dillon who even-
tually succeeded, after much gentle
pleading, to his manager, Uncle Philip,
came onto the pitch with just minutes
of the game remaining. This capped off
a terrific year for him winning the
 double of senior and U21A.

Dillon’s graduation to county success
could be described as something of a
slow burner and at times he probably
wondered if his dedication, hard work
and commitment were ever going to
reap him the rewards he richly
deserved. He was part of the Tipperary
minor hurling panel of 2015 losing out
to Galway in the final and was also on
the panel of 2016 defeating Limerick in
the All Ireland final. Liam Cahill was
the manager of these teams and thank-
fully Liam saw in Dillon what a lot in

the community of Clonoulty-Rossmore
had seen and he gave him his big break
through in 2018 when under Liam’s
stewardship All Ireland honours were
captured with a victory over Cork. Dil-
lon lined out at wing back on the day.
He missed the victory on the following
year, again against Cork, because on
medical advice he took some time out.

On to senior ranks he progressed, ini-
tially seen as a forward. His health issue
had definitely stalled his progression
temporarily at this level with many
humps and bumps along the way. But

Clonoulty-Rossmore’s Dillon Quirke attempts to kick the ball to the net and is challenged by Kilruane
MacDonaghs defenders Kieran Cahill and goalie Páidi Williams in the early stages of the 2022 County
SHC at Semple Stadium.

Paddy Cadell and Dillon Quirke celebrate
Tipperary's All-Ireland MHC Final success in
September 2016.
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the progress was incremental. With Clo-
noulty-Rossmore he was a real leader
becoming the fulcrum of events in the
number 11 jersey. It wasn’t as simple
though at county level and he found his
confidence dipping a little before Colm
Bonnar arrived. Colm gave him his big
break through. He moved him back to
the number 5 position, this proving to
be the key that unlocked his full poten-
tial. He relished the physical jostling,
much suited to his size and athleticism.
He fitted perfectly into the role, was
pacey and able to defend but was also
with scoring potential. He had many
great moments while wearing the Blue
and Gold which has left us with terrific
memories. 

On our club front Dillon was
bestowed with the honour of captain-
ing his beloved Green & Gold of Clo-
noulty-Rossmore last year, an honour
he truly cherished. In the West Tipper-
ary Senior Hurling Divisional Final he
captained the team to a history making
seven in a row title, having played in six
of the finals, the exception being in
2020 when the division did not form

part of the county championship and
clubs had to play without the services of
their county players. Dillon represented
the future of hurling and the best from
him was yet to come before fate inter-
vened and cruelly ended it all.

August 5th 2022 will remain with us,
as a club, forever. The sod of Semple
 Stadium was where Dillon lay his head
to rest. He made a triumphant depar-
ture, doing what he loved most – play-
ing a game of hurling. 

No words will ever describe the feel-
ing of devastation and desolation that
we as a club are going through but we
would not be where we are today with-
out the support we have received. May
we take this opportunity to thank all
who have helped us since that fateful
night. Moving forward without him has
not been easy.

It is difficult to believe that he is
gone, silent and at rest. He will never be
forgotten by us and will always be in
our hearts. May the sod of Clonoulty lie
gently upon him. Leaba í measc na
naomh go raibh aige agus sólás síoraí dá
anam uasal.

Kilruane MacDonaghs made a presentation of the club’s No. 11 jersey autographed by the panel, a red
helmet  and a bouquet of flowers to Clonoulty-Rossmore club (from left): Craig Morgan (Kilruane
MacDonaghs), Odhran Quirke, Oisín Friday (both Clonoulty-Rossmore), Liam O'Kelly (Kilruane
MacDonaghs Manager) and Andrew Friday (Clonoulty Rossmore Chairperson). Kilruane MacDonaghs
retired the No. 11 jersey for 2022. [Photo: Bridget Delaney]
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Dillon and his dad Dan meets rugby analyst Brent Pope at the  2017 British & Irish Lions Tour in New
Zealand. [Photo: Bridget Delaney]

Dillon, Shannon, Hazel, Kellie
and Dan Quirke.

Marty

Morrissey

interviews

Dan Quirke

regarding the

merits of

supporting the

Dillon Quirke

Foundation.

Hazel, Dillon and Dan
enjoying a game of golf

in Killarney.

Dillon
with dogs
Cody and

Lexi.
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Dillon’s foundation was set up on 6th December 2022
to raise awareness of S.A.D.S (Sudden Adult Death Syndrome)
countrywide. To achieve this we intend to screen all young

GAA and Camogie players over 12

This programme will help to honour Dillon Quirke’s memory
and contribution to sport both locally and nationally. 

❋   “80-90% of people with a heart
condition will be detected through this
screening programme”

– Heather Cronin, Foundation Cardiologist

❋   It will help identify young people with
underlying heart conditions that may
otherwise go undetected.

❋   The Italian model where mandatory cardiac
screening reduced SADS by 89% over 
25 year period.

❋   The European Society of Cardiology (ESC)
and the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) recommend cardiac screening for any
young person involved in competitive sport.

❋   The screening will also identify participants
with lifestyle issues and advise accordingly e.g.
smoking, alcohol, obesity, high blood pressure.

How
Dillon’s
Foundation
will
make
a
difference

Dillon Quirke
Foundation

The
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AS A former player and
administrator at divisional and
county level, I was never as proud

of our Association as I was in the days
and weeks after the devastating passing of
Dillon Quirke.

Throughout those days when time
seemed to standstill, and the only topic of
conversation was the fate which befell a
wonderful young hero dressed in his club
colours of Clonoulty-Rossmore in the Field
of Legends that is Semple Stadium, the
essence of the GAA came to the forefront. 

Thousands visited Clonoulty and
Rossmore offering their hand in solidarity
and support to Dan, Hazel, Shannon,
Kellie and the extended family. They
queued in the blazing sunshine for hours
and  those thousands were looked after,
catered for, welcomed and marshalled by
Dillon’s second family – Clonoulty-
Rossmore.

This was a time when club meant the
world – perhaps even more than when the
Dan Breen Cup was captured. Shoulders
were offered to those who needed them;
silent presence meant so much; prayers
shared together by team mates who knew
nothing of the experience they were going
through, only that they had to go through
it together as a club.

Like all families, the Quirke and

Fryday’s have shared many great
occasions and celebrations. The fact that
Dan Quirke and Declan Ryan – great
friends always who won county
championships and All-Ireland’s together –
are married to the two Fryday girls, Hazel
and Olive, has ensured that the family
bonds are even tighter than usual. Their
closeness and sense of family ensured that
Dillon’s life was celebrated and feted –

they were  determined to remember the
many great times, rather than to focus on
what had been lost. The families have
been quite inspirational and have shown a
steely determination, a depth of strength,
and a resolve which has been exemplary
and exceptional.
Having been so involved in Semple

Stadium for many years I could never have

DILLON QUIRKE FOUNDATION

Message from
Michael Lowry

TD

Respect – Perhaps that word
more than any other,

encapsulates everything about Dillon
Quirke and the newly formed
foundation. Dillon respected everyone
and in return was hugely admired and
respected. His family and club have
dealt with their awful tragedy with
great dignity and respect and they
are now creating something really
meaningful in Dillon’s name. 

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
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envisaged that such a terrible event would
occur on the sacred sod. And yet, how
proud I was when a sod of Dillon’s
favourite hurling pitch was removed from
its berth and placed in his grave in
Clonoulty cemetery. Semple Stadium was
close to his heart and now it remains close
to his mortal remains. It is a beautiful
twist in a tragic tale.

There was also a terrible beauty in
seeing so many club and county jerseys
from all over the county, and country,
being worn at the funeral. The presence 
of so many number 11 jerseys which
represented our fallen hero was
particularly poignant and for many
months afterwards, clubs in Tipperary
retired that centre forward jersey as a
mark of respect.

Respect. Perhaps that word more than
any other, encapsulates everything about
Dillon Quirke and the newly formed
foundation. Dillon respected everyone 
and in return was hugely admired and
respected. His family and club have dealt
with their awful tragedy with great dignity
and respect and they are now creating
something really meaningful in Dillon’s
name. 

I have seen a transformation over the
last decade in the way teams are being
prepared. There is more and more
emphasis now on strength and

conditioning and getting to peak physical
fitness, whereas before the emphasis was
mostly on skill. Players are going to
extreme levels to reach elite standard and
with that comes a responsibility on all our
parts to ensure that we are careful about
the level of demands and exertions we 
are placing on our young men.

The objective of this foundation will 
be to screen as many players as possible 
to check for any hidden heart defects
which may lay undetected. By doing this,
Dillon’s name lives on in the many young
lives which will be saved in the future.
That will be Dillon’s greatest legacy.

Our wonderful Association came
together as one for those few days in late
summer. Rivalries were put aside and
embraces were exchanged. Clonoulty-
Rossmore and Tipperary senior hurlers
accompanied Dillon on his final journey
as thousands looked on. It was a most
trying day but one which would fill you
with pride as well. 

Dillon Quirke would have been the 
first to volunteer if his fate had been
visited on another – I think he would 
have been well pleased with his send-off,
if just a touch embarrassed by all the fuss.

Thanks to this foundation this
remarkable young man will not 
be forgotten.

DILLON QUIRKE FOUNDATION

Dillon Quirke’s remains en-route to St John the Baptist Church, Clonoulty, flanked by guards of
honour. [Photo: Bridget Delaney]
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FORMER Kilkenny hurling legend and
current Galway senior hurling Man-
ager Henry Shefflin has thrown his

full support behind the Dillon Quirke
Foundation and the bid to have as many
GAA players as possible screened for heart
defects.

Henry and the Shefflin family have
every reason to get behind the initiative
having endured a similar fate to the
Quirke family following the sudden death
of Paul Shefflin last year. A hurling
defender of note, Paul was a forty-one-
year-old father of four when he collapsed
and died while out running near Clonmel
in March 2022.

Paul had captained the Kilkenny minor
team in 1998 as well as enjoying great suc-
cess with his club team Shamrocks Bally-
hale, for whom he acted as Treasurer and
coach to juvenile teams. He won three All-
Ireland senior hurling club titles, four
Leinster club titles, six Kilkenny county
senior championships,  as well as winning
a Fitzgibbon Cup medal with WIT.

His brother Henry – the GAA’s most dec-
orated hurler with 10 All-Ireland senior
medals to his name won with Kilkenny –
paid an emotional tribute to Paul follow-
ing his funeral, describing him as the best
of the Shefflin’s “by a country mile”.

Henry still feels the pain of loss each
day and he says: “It's coming up on his
first anniversary now and it is still very
raw, obviously. But, I think Paul, his wife
Aoife, the children and all our family and
friends would be delighted to support this
initiative. I think what Dan, Hazel and
the Foundation are doing is wonderful
and I wish them the very best with it. 
I would urge everyone who pos sibly 
can to support the Foundation and to
avail of the screening if and when the
opportunity comes about,” Henry said.

Requiem Mass for Paul was held at the
local St Martin of Tours Church and simi-
lar to the ceremonies held for Dillon
Quirke, it was standing room only as
thousands descended on the village to pay
their final respects. Paul is survived by his
wife Aoife and children, parents Henry
and Mai, brothers and sisters and the
extended Shefflin and McCarthy families.

Through the work of the Dillon Quirke
Foundation the hope is to help detect
heart defects in GAA players of all ages.
Henry is 100% behind the programme.

“It is great to see something very posi-
tive coming forward in Dillon’s name. I
didn’t know him personally but I know
from what I have been told and heard that
he was a really good guy and a real shin-
ing light for Tipperary. His passing was
such a tragedy and so many families suffer
the loss of a loved one, including our own
with the passing of Paul. I just hope that
this Foundation can make a real difference
and that it will help to save lives. What a
legacy that will be for Dillon Quirke,”
Henry said.

Foundation support from
Henry Shefflin

DILLON QUIRKE FOUNDATION

Henry and Paul Shefflin.

Interview by
Noel Dundon
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ON BEHALF of the Kilkenny senior hurlers, management and backroom
team, we are honoured to be here today in FBD Semple Stadium to pay
tribute to the memory and legacy of Dillon Quirke, RIP.

Today we put aside our Kilkenny/Tipperary rivalries and we come together as a
united GAA community to remember Dillon and to help Dillon’s family and the
Dillon Quirke Foundation raise awareness for sudden adult death syndrome
(SADS). Today we do what Dillon loved – we hurl in Semple Stadium and we
remember the times he lined out here for his club and county.

Dillon’s sudden passing on the 5th August 2022 sent shockwaves throughout
the GAA. While I didn’t know Dillon personally, I admired him from afar. His
was a name to watch and, for someone so young, Dillon already had many
accolades to his name. He was a promising young hurler, who was destined for
glory – a testament to his serious talent, commitment and his genuine love of
hurling.

Dillon’s name will live on through the Dillon Quirke Foundation set up in his
honour. Thank you to everyone who has already contributed to the Foundation
and I encourage everyone to continue to support the Foundation as it works
tirelessly to raise awareness and save lives through screening GAA players from
the age of 12 upwards.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

DEREK LYNG

Message from
Derek Lyng

(Kilkenny Senior
Hurling Manager)
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FIR IONAID – (16) Aidan Tallis (Lisdowney); (17) Billy Drennan (Galmoy); (18) Billy Ryan (Graigue-Ballycallan);
(19) Cian Kenny (James Stephens); (20) Cillian Buckley (Dicksboro); (21) Conor Heary (O’Loughlin Gaels); (22) Darragh Corcoran
(Shamrocks Ballyhale); (23) Darren Brennan (St. Lachtain’s); (24) David Blanchfield (Bennettsbridge); (25) Des Dunne (Danesfort);
(26) Eoin Cody (Capt) (Shamrocks Ballyhale); (27) Gearóid Dunne (Tullaroan); (28) Huw Lawlor (O’Loughlin Gaels); (29) John
Donnelly (Thomastown); (30) Martin Keoghan (Tullaroan); (31) Mikey Butler (O’Loughlin Gaels); (32) Niall Brassil (James
Stephens); (33) Niall Brennan (Lisdowney); (34) Niall Rowe (Dicksboro); (35) Paddy Deegan (O’Loughlin Gaels); (36) Pádraig
Walsh (Tullaroan); (37) Paul Cody (Clara); (38) Shane Murphy (Glenmore); (39) Tom Phelan (Conahy Shamrocks); (40) Walter
Walsh (Tullogher-Rosbercon); (41) Evan Cody (Dicksboro); (42) Sean Purcell (Windgap); (43) Ronan Corcoran (Ballyhale Shamrocks); 
(44) Killian Doyle (Emeralds); (45) Ian Byrne (Glenmore); (46) Adrian Mullen (Shamrocks Ballyhale).

Manager:  Derek Lyng
Selectors:  Michael Rice, Peter Barry, Peter O’Donovan, Conor Phelan

Cill Chainnigh
Dathanna: Dubh agus Ómra

(1)
E. Ó Murchú

EOIN MURPHY
(Glenmore)

(2) (3) (4)
D. Ó Néill C. Ó Dúláinne T. Breathnach

DAIRE O’NEILL CONOR DELANEY TOMMY WALSH
(Danesfort) (Erin’s Own) (Tullaroan)

(5) (6) (7)
É. Sibhleáin P. Ó Maoileáin R. Ó Riada

EVAN SHEFFLIN PÁDRAIC MOYLAN RICHIE REID
(Shamrocks Ballyhale) (Dicksboro) (Shamrocks Ballyhale)

(8) (9)
C. Ó Fógartaigh P. Ó Maoláin

CONOR FOGARTY PADDY MULLEN
(Erin’s Own) (Shamrocks Ballyhale)

(10) (11) (12)
T. Ó Clumháin A. Ó Murchú T.S. Ó Riada

TIMMY CLIFFORD ALAN MURPHY T.J. REID
(Dicksboro) (Glenmore) (Shamrocks Ballyhale)

(13) (14) (15)
S. Breathnach R. Ó hÓgáin S. Ó Beirgín

SHANE WALSH RICHIE HOGAN JAMES BERGIN
(Tullaroan) (Danesfort) (Conahy Shamrocks)
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FIR IONAID – (16) Rhys Shelly (Moycarkey-Borris); (17) Alan Tynan (Roscrea); (18) Brian McGrath (Loughmore-Castleiney);
(19) Bryan O’Mara (Holycross-Ballycahill); (20) Cian O’Dwyer (Clonkenny); (21) Ciaran Connolly (Loughmore-Castleiney); (22)
Conor Bowe (Moyne-Templetuohy); (23) Conor McCarthy (Nenagh Éire Óg); (24) Johnny Ryan (Arravale Rovers); (25) Gavin Ryan
(Upperchurch-Drombane); (26) Gearóid O’Connor (Moyne-Templetuohy); (27) Ger Browne (Cashel King Cormacs); (28) Jake Morris
(Nenagh Éire Óg); (29) James Quigley (Kiladangan); (30) Jerry Kelly (Borris-Ileigh); (31) Joe Fogarty (Moneygall); (32) John
McGrath (Loughmore-Castleiney); (33) Michael Breen (Ballina); (34) Mark Kehoe (Kilsheelan-Kilcash); (35) Paddy Caddell (JK
Brackens); (36) Paddy Creedon (Thurles Sarsfields); (37) Patrick Maher (Lorrha-Dorrha); (38) Seamus Kennedy (St. Mary’s); 
(39) Sean Ryan (Templederry Kenyons); (40) Shane Neville (Cratloe, Clare).

(1)
B. Ó hÓgáin

BARRY HOGAN
(Kiladangan)

(2) (3) (4)
C. Ó Baróid E. Ó Conghaile R. Ó Meachair

CATHAL BARRETT EOGHAN CONNOLLY RONAN MAHER
(Holycross-Ballycahill) (Cashel King Cormacs) (Thurles Sarsfields)

(5) (6) (7)
E. Ó hIfearnáin P. Caimpion S. Caimpion

ENDA HEFFERNAN PAURIC CAMPION JOHN CAMPION
(Clonoulty-Rossmore) (Drom & Inch) (Drom & Inch)

(8) (9)
C. Stakelum D. Mac Cormaic

CONOR STAKELUM DAN McCORMACK
(Thurles Sarsfields) (Borris-Ileigh)

(10) (11) (12)
C. Ó Ceallaigh N. Mac Craith N. Ó Meára

KIAN O’KELLY NOEL McGRATH NIALL O’MEARA
(Kilruane MacDonaghs) (Loughmore-Castleiney) (Kilruane MacDonaghs)

(13) (14) (15)
I. Mac Giollarnáth S. Ó Callanáin S. Ó Riain

JASON FORDE SEAMUS CALLANAN JACK RYAN
(Silvermines) (Drom & Inch) (Clonoulty-Rossmore)

Manager:  Liam Cahill Selectors:  Michael Bevans, Declan Laffan, Padraic Maher, T.J. Ryan    Physio:  Paddy Julian
Performance Coach:  Gerry Reilly    Coaching Support:  Tony Browne    S&C:  Tommy Ryan, Angelo Walsh   Doctor:  Paul Ryan

Stats:  Dr. Damien Young    Nutritionist:  Ciara O’Rourke    Kit Man:  John Durnan    Team Support:  John Smith

Tiobraid Árann
Dathanna: Gorm agus Ór
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ON BEHALF of the Tipperary Senior hurlers, I would like to welcome
everybody in attendance here today in what is a fitting tribute to Dillon
Quirke – one of Tipperary’s finest gentlemen. 

On August 5th 2022, we lost our great friend and comrade Dillon, a day that
will be forever engraved in all our lives.

I had the honour and privilege of knowing Dillon from his early teenage years
as I watched him rise to promise with his beloved Clonoulty-Rossmore, most
notably when winning an U16 county final in 2014. 

At that early age, his love for the game of hurling was obvious to be seen by
all. His unparalleled commitment and dedication to the game he loved for his
club and parish was all so evident.

Dillion’s skillset, courage, respect, loyalty, and devotion to being part of a team
made him such an unique individual. Together we enjoyed great success, that
saw Tipperary capture the All-Ireland Minor and U21 titles. 

Promotion to the senior ranks was an incredible honour for Dillon and his
family and it didn’t take long before he established himself as a household name
in Tipperary and beyond. 

Dillion’s legacy will live on through this Foundation.

Once again on behalf of management and players I’d like to express our
heartfelt appreciation to everyone who has already contributed to the Dillion
Quirke Foundation. Your support will help raise awareness and save lives
throughout our much-loved organisation.

I would like to sincerely thank the Quirke family for the opportunity to write
this piece in today’s programme.

LIAM CAHILL

Message from
Liam Cahill

(Tipperary Senior
Hurling Manager)
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AARON RYAN
(Clonoulty-Rossmore and
housemate of Dillon Quirke)

“Dillon is still everywhere as far as we
are concerned. His name is still on our
Snapchat and WhatsApp groups and that
image of the red helmet keeps popping
up all the time, so it is like he never went
away in some respects.

“Because of all that, it hits you at dif-
ferent times that he is really gone. It is
surreal and there was a huge void in our
house for a long time after he had passed
away. He was living with Jimmy Maher,
Enda Heffernan and myself in Thurles
and Dillon and Enda were training with
Tipp while we were with Clon oulty-
Rossmore. The two lads would usually be
back to the house faster than we would
after training and Dillon would always
want to know what sort of drills we were
doing; how many were at training; and
what the session was like. I know he was
captain and all that but he was like that
all the time – he’d always be asking ques-
tions about how things were going.

“We always thought that Dillon would
leave a real hurling legacy in the same
way that Declan Ryan and Joe Hayes and
John Kennedy and Timmy Hammersely
and John O’Keeffe and Aidan Butler and
Bonnie Kennedy, and all our clubmates
who hurled with Tipp, did. And, he did in
some ways too, but I think the legacy he
will leave with the establishment of this
foundation will be far more significant.
This will be a lasting legacy and it is great
to see something like this develop out of
what was a real tragedy for everyone.

“This foundation will help so many
people and we will never know how
many people will actually benefit from it

in a very silent way. Dillon was a great
character who could talk to young and
old alike with no problem whatsoever –
he was just like that. I think that is why
there was such a reaction to his passing –
everyone knew him and liked him. He
was a great friend to us and to many oth-
ers too. It’s still hard to believe he is gone.

CRAIG MORGAN
(Tipperary hurler and
friend of Dillon)

“Dillon was such a big character and
personality within our dressing room
and he had this ability to just calm every-
body down. We sat beside each other in
the dressing room before our champi-
onship games because I was wearing the
number 4 jersey and he was wearing the
number 5 one.

“I remember our first game against
Waterford down in Walsh Park and being
a small bit nervous beforehand because it
was my championship debut – I wouldn’t
normally get too caught up in it, but that
day I was a bit. Dillon just hit me with a

Remembering Dillon

Dillon, Jimmy Maher and Aaron Ryan at the
Paidí Ó Sé memorial in Ventry.

(Interviews compiled by Noel Dundon)
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shot across the shoulder as we went out
onto the field to say you have this, and it
just calmed me down. He was like that –
he just knew the right thing to do.

“He could take things very seriously
when he needed to but then he would be
great craic too. He knew when to be seri-
ous and when to have fun and he was
never afraid to speak up and speak his
mind if he had to. He didn’t talk in the
group too much, but when he felt he had
to, he would speak up and he had no
problem in taking responsibility for
things which might have gone wrong.

“On the Thursday before he passed
away I happened to be working in Sem-
ple Stadium on the tours and camps, and
having finished early I rang Dillon and
organised to meet for a coffee with
Conor Stakelum and a chat about the
game. Conor got delayed coming and I
spent fifteen minutes with Dillon – fif-
teen minutes that I now cherish. It is
something I will never forget because the
next day I was with him again when it
happened and he passed away – a terrible
day for us all. 

“Dillon was a great guy – I got to know
him very well when we were on holiday
in Croatia during last summer – we had
some craic there and we got very close.
Little did we know what was to come to
pass later in that summer.

ENDA HEFFERNAN
(Clonoulty-Rossmore defender
and current Tipperary panellist)

“I think this is an unbelievable initia-
tive which brings something really posi-
tive out of something which was so dev-
astating for everyone concerned.

“To think that club players in Tipper-
ary and much further afield will have the
opportunity to be screened for any heart
defects is incredible because who knows
what might be lurking there in the back-
ground.

“I never had my heart checked because
it never really occurred to me to do it.
But the training is gone really intense
now and players are under a lot more
pressure to make it. So, getting checked is
a big help. Every club will have the
opportunity and hopefully they will take
it up.

“Dillon touched a lot of people during
his life and it is tremendous for us all to
think that after his death he will contin-
ue to touch people through this work
and this foundation. That’s a tremendous
thing to say and his name will never be
forgotten as a result of this.

RONAN MAHER
(Tipperary hurler)

“Dillon really
came into his own
last year with Tip-
perary having had a
few very promising
years before that. He
just seemed to nail
down that place in
the team and he
showed tremendous
leadership especial-
ly as things were not working out too well
for us with results and all that.

“He was great craic around the place
too and was always up to devilment and
having a laugh. But, he knew when he

Ronan Maher

Left to right: Aaron Ryan, Jimmy Maher, Dillon
and Enda Heffernan.
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had to be serious as well and I think
because of that mix in his personality he
just seemed to get on with everyone. He
was very popular in our group and I
think the numbers which attended his
funeral was evidence of the fact that he
was very popular all round. He was just a
very nice person who seemed to have
time for everybody.

“We were all knocked back by what
happened to Dillon and I remember
being injured at the time and wearing a
protective boot, and feeling a bit sorry
for myself because I was missing out on
the club games. But, what happened to
Dillon would give you a sense of perspec-
tive fairly quickly. There is more to life
than the game after all.

“It is really important that all GAA
players are screened and the younger
the better. We are fortunate as inter
county players to be looked after very
well but this foundation will ensure
that more and more players are
screened too. That’s absolutely fantastic
and I have no doubt that the target will
be reached because the GAA people will
rally as they have always done. They will
drive this thing on and that’s a really
good way for us to remember Dillon –
something really   positive, which is
important.

JOHN O’KEEFFE
(Clonoulty-Rossmore defender
and former Tipperary player)

“It’s brilliant to see the foundation
going from strength to strength with
so many great initiatives out there –
clubs are doing long puck competi-
tions and all sorts of other fundraisers
as well. The target of €1 million is
huge but the response has been really
great and everyone has been very
 generous in supporting the events.
There is still a long way to go, but it is
going along nicely.

“I suppose when you are young you
never think about getting your heart
checked. You think are indestructible –
Dillon would have been like that him-
self. But, this foundation raises aware-
ness and will actually make provisions
for players to be screened so that any
issues will show up.

“Club players are working much
harder than they ever did – from junior
B right up to the senior, the whole thing
has ramped up in a serious way. I
stepped away from the Tipp panel in

Dillon, John O'Keeffe and Timmy Hammersley
photographed after Clonoulty-Rossmore's 2018
County Senior Final win.

Dillon to the fore enjoying the craic in Croatia
last summer with his Tipperary team mates
Michael Breen, Enda Heffernan, Ronan Maher,
Conor Stakelum, Paddy Cadell, Craig Morgan,
Barry Nolan and Mark Kehoe.
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2016 and returned to the club where it
was obvious that a lot more work was
being done with players. The club scene
is only a few years behind the inter
county set-up in terms of intensity and
for that reason players need to be aware
that there could be issues when pressure
comes on, and they should get checked.

“This foundation gives them the
chance to do that and it will be another
way in which Dillon Quirke has
brought the Association together. I
recall walking down to the wake at the
Quirke home and seeing the hundreds
of people queueing, many of them
wearing their club colours and of course
the number 11 jerseys as well. It was
very moving and I think GAA people
just came out in force to support every-
body.

“Dillon will be remembered through
this foundation and I think it is just a
magnificent project to be involved in.

JIMMY MAHER
(Clonoulty-Rossmore hurler

and housemate of Dillon Quirke)

“Nothing will ever bring Dillon back –
we know that and there is nothing we
can do about that. But we can do some-
thing very positive in his memory and I
think that is what Dan and Hazel are
doing at the minute. They don’t want
any other family to go through what
they have been going through over the
last few months and their goal is to save
as many lives as they can.

“So from 12 years upwards will have
the chance to be screened and I would
hope that anyone who has the chance
will take up the offer. About 100 lives are
lost each year – that’s 100 families who
are suffering like the Quirke’s are right
now, and the foundation was set up to
try and cut that number significantly. 

“I would hope that everybody will get
behind the foundation. You know

people came from all over Ireland for
the funeral to support the family and
the community, and I would love to see
them supporting this initiative as well,
because it can make a real difference. 

“There is a lot happening - we had the
U21 championships played out to
county level in aid of the foundation
and we have all sorts of other things
going on too. It’s brilliant and people
are enjoying doing it all and being
involved – Dillon would want there to
be a bit of craic and banter and there is
surely that.

“We started back training a few weeks
ago with a fitness test and you would
just miss Dillon’s presence there, espe-
cially at the start of another campaign.
He would have been training with Tipp
anyway so he might not have actually
done the fitness tests with us, but he’d
always be around the place. It’s just
great to see Enda Heffernan doing so
well with Tipp now and he has been
wearing that number 5 jersey for recent
games – the very jersey Dillon wore last
season. Hopefully, he can manage to
hold onto it because that would be very
special for us as a club too.

“Dillon’s name is being mentioned
all the time now in very positive ways
and that is a lovely thing because we
all miss him and we have days when
we find it really hard to understand.”

Dillon, Aaron Ryan (Rody) and John O’Keeffe
celebrate Clonoulty-Rossmore’s 2018 County
Junior B Football victory.
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WHEN referee Conor Doyle signalled
the end of the 2022 County senior
hurling final, Dan Quirke was 

the first person on to Semple Stadium to 
congratulate the victorious Kilruane Mac-
Donaghs manager Liam O’Kelly. 

This moving gesture by Dillon’s father
exemplified the strong bond that had been
forged between Kilruane MacDonaghs and
Clonoulty-Rossmore since the tragic events
that had unfolded in Thurles on that beauti-
ful August evening. Even before captain
Jerome Cahill lifted the Dan Breen Cup, the
Kilruane MacDonaghs Twitter page had
 posted a message, dedicating the victory to
the memory of Dillon Quirke. After the
 presentation the MacDonaghs players and
management knelt in a silent solemn tribute
near the spot where Dillon had fallen.
Poignantly, a red helmet was held high,
evoking memories of the iconic photo of
 Dillon’s helmet raised in triumph after
 Clonoulty-Rossmore’s magnificent victory in
the 2018 County final. 

Amidst the euphoria of victory, the
thoughts of the MacDonaghs players,
 management  and supporters were with the
Quirke family and the Clonoulty-Rossmore
club. Our minds drifted back to that fateful
evening in Thurles. We had left Semple
 Stadium hoping for the best but fearing the
worst. The news of Dillon’s death shook our

club to its foundations. In the days that
 followed we struggled to find the vocabulary
to express our sorrow and convey our
 support to Dan, Hazel, Shannon, Kellie, the
extended family and the Clonoulty-Ross-
more club. We marvelled at their dignity in
coping with their loss. 

The rescheduled game was a very emotion-
al occasion with Dillon’s friend Craig
 Morgan, who had knelt by his side in Semple
Stadium, on the sideline with a cruciate
injury. When Clonoulty-Rossmore departed
the championship, the MacDonaghs players
felt it was their duty to honour Dillon’s
memory by doing their utmost to capture
Dan Breen. 

On that memorable County final day, we
felt that the spirit of Dillon was with us. One
can only speculate would the green and gold
ribbons of Clonoulty-Rossmore have
adorned the Dan Breen Cup had Dillon not
been cut down in his prime. His name will be
forever associated with the 2022 cham -
pionship and our unforgettable victory. As
long as hurling is played in the Kilruane
MacDonaghs club, Dillon Quirke will be
remembered, and that will be forever.

In his short life, Dillon had accomplished
so much and inspired so many. Life is not
measured by the number of breaths we take,
but by the moments that take our breath
away.

Message from

DILLON QUIRKE FOUNDATION

Kilruane MacDonaghs GAA Club

Immediately after the presention of the Dan Breen Cup Kilruane MacDonaghs manager Liam O’Kelly guided
his team to where the late Dillon Quirke collapsed while playing Kilruane MacDonaghs in the FBD County
SHC and all when down in knees saying a silent prayer in honour of his memory. [Photos: Bridget Delaney]

By:  Gilbert Williams, Assistant Secretary, Kilruane MacDonaghs
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MOST people remember where they
were when momentous events such
as the assassination of J.F. Kennedy

and 9/11 attack on the Twin Towers
occurred. For me, the heartbreaking news of
Dillon’s untimely death on 5th August last
year is of equal significance. I think of Dil-
lon, Dan, Hazel, Shannon, Kellie, his rela-
tions and friends everyday. Followers of Tipperary GAA will be well

aware that the Clonoulty-Rossmore club has
contributed many fine men and women to
county teams down through the years. Not
many would know that many of those sport-
ing heroes played some of their most com-
petitive games on the small, sometimes
muddy, pitch at the back of Ballagh National
School. Some of Dillon Quirke’s teammates
on Clonoulty-Rossmore teams were his class-
mates in Ballagh. They wore the blue Ballagh
school jersey with pride, distinction and
attained considerable success.

Primary
School days

By:  MARY GLASHEEN
(Former Principal of Ballagh NS)

His happiness and
contentment radiate through his
special smile and the twinkle in
his eyes. I can still see him sitting
in his desk beside the window,
the bright sunshine streaming
through the glass and
enveloping Dillon in a halo

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Michael Ryan (W), Primary Game

Footballer and Dillon Quirke, Primary
Game Hurler – 2010.

Ballagh NS after winning U13
Cumann na mBunscoil Final
in 2010. Included in photo
are Willie Devane, Tom Ryan
and Mary Glasheen.
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When Mary Shanahan, Margaret Downey,
Breda Corcoran and I talk about Dillon, the
words that we attribute to him are: courteous,
diligent, committed, mature beyond his years
and a team player. We are glad he was on “our
team” between 2002 and 2010.  He respected
us, his classmates, coaches and incidental
 visitors to the school.  During school yard
games, everyone wanted Dillon to be on their
team because his agility, strength and ath -
leticism were definite advantages. On the con-
trary, Dillon didn’t crave victory everytime.
But, he would give 100% effort to every con-
test. In the classroom, in the school yard and
on the pitch, I could rely on Dillon.

Our school photograph albums have many
photos of special events/days in the lives of the
pupils of Ballagh N.S.  His happiness and
 contentment radiate through his special smile
and the twinkle in his eyes. I can still see him
sitting in his desk beside the window, the
bright sunshine streaming through the glass
and enveloping Dillon in a halo.

Long before Dillon started school in Ballagh
N.S. his father and cousins would have exposed
him to a very strong hurling tradition. His
interest in Gaelic games would have developed
further thanks to excellent coaching schemes
provided by the GAA at school level and at club
level. Visits from past pupils following county
and national successes were special events
which must have inspired the likes of Dillon.
Back in those days, it was acceptable to drink
orange from the Dan Breen Cup or McCarthy
Cup! Many victories (14 in all) in Cumann na
mBunscoil competitions provided inspiration
to future stars. Dillon won U11 and U13
Cumann na mBunscoil competitions.  As his
primary school days drew to a close in 2010, he
achieved his greatest success to date – No. 6
Irish Daily Star Primary Game Hurler. He and
Michael Ryan (Primary Game Footballer) loved
wearing those jerseys! The achievements of
 Ballagh N.S. in the 90’s and early 2000’s were
due, in no small way, to the support and
 loyalty we got from parents of the school -
children. The sideline expertise and experience
given year after year matched the skills and
determination of the players.

My last meeting with Dillon was on the
street outside the Townhouse Deli last May. 
He was happy to meet me and I was happy to
meet him.

Suaimhneas síoraí air.

My last meeting with Dillon 
was on the street outside

the Townhouse Deli last May. 
He was happy to meet me 
and I was happy to meet him.‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Dillon always
liked a challenge!
Balancing on a
rock in Anascaul
River while on his
Sixth Class school
tour in 2010.
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Former Tipperary hurling star Joe Hayes
celebrates with Dillon Quirke of Clonoulty-
Rossmore after the Tipperary Water County
Senior Hurling Championship Final between
Clonoulty-Rossmore and Nenagh Éire Óg at
Semple Stadium on 21st October 2018.

[Photo: Ray McManus/Sportsfile]

TON January 12th last every Club in
Kilkenny and Tipperary received an
e-mail inviting them to participate

in a Long Puck Competition. 
All of the monies raised are going to

the foundation set up by Dillon’s family
in an effort to raise awareness and save
lives by screening every G.A.A. player
both male and female from the age of
twelve upwards. By doing so, they hope
to prevent other families from going
through the heartache of losing a pre-
cious family member.

All Clubs in the two participating
counties of Tipperary and Kilkenny were
invited to organise a Poc Fáda com -
petition in their club. Each participant
paid an entry fee of €10. The winner
went on to represent their club in the
Clonoulty GAA Grounds on either
 February 11th or 18th. 

Four participants, Tipperary’s
 Darragh Mooney (Éire Óg Annacarty,
Cathal Dillon (Aherlow) and Kil-
kenny’s Paddy Lyng (Rower-Inistioge),
Mikey Kirwan (Glenmore), are contest-
ing the final here in Semple Stadium
today during half-time in the match.
These four players will be presented
with a specially designed Dillon
Quirke Foundation jersey, in their
county colours, with the winner
receiving the Dillon Quirke trophy. 

May we take this opportunity to 
thank every club who took the time to
organise the competition. Without your
help, it could not have taken place. It has
been a successful and enjoyable event
and one without doubt Dillon would
have been charmed with and would have
 relished the challenge of trying to win 
An Poc Fáda!

An Poc Fáda
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By:  Andrea and Laura Loughnane

‘TO LIVE in the hearts of those you loved,
is never to have died’. With Dillon, every-
day was just fun. You never knew what he
was getting up to next from the minute
you’d walk into Croke Gardens. “Well
sweetie”, he’d know who it was before
you’d even open the door! The house has
kept us all together the past six months,
we’ve so many good memories with him
there. Drinking tea, gossiping, planning the
next activity!

The calendar in the kitchen is filled with
his handwriting of upcoming events, most-
ly concerts and match days,
two things he loved. One
night we were going to a con-
cert in Killarney and after an
‘altercation’ with security he
was the only lad that managed
to get in. Him in the middle of
10 women. “Best night ever”
he said to wind up the rest of
them! Westlife was next on the
list. He told me he was surprising Laura and
Hedgy with tickets and couldn’t wait to
third wheel, again! Unfortunately, Dillon
passed away the week before, but it just
shows the kind of friend he was, so
thoughtful.

You’d miss the divilment, the crack! After
he installed a garden tap for a pool party,
he raced upstairs to find his snicker pants
and muscle top. He’d never miss an 
op portunity for a good snap. Friends and
Family meant everything to Dillon. He was
always up for a laugh. Even just going for a
pint down to Larrys or Ballagh, Dillon and
Hedgy with their silver necklaces on
 display of course. One afternoon, he super-
glued coins to the ground in Liberty Square
and we spent the rest of the evening
 laughing as people failed attempts to pick
them up. That was just his humour, pure
innocent!

DILLON – you were
one of a kind

He was a loveable rogue.
Sometimes the pranks went a
bit too far like the night an
egging war broke out between
the two houses in town. Dil-
lon with the unfair advantage
having access to the supply of
Town House Deli eggs. One
day, he cut the girls grass but
that night, Nicola found frogs

in her wardrobe! Another day he rugby
tackled me into a lake – “C’mon Ange, it’ll
be so funny, we’ll video it”! It didn’t take
much to convince me to be fair!

“No issues” – his famous quote and out-
look on life. He seemed to be good at every-
thing he threw his hat at. January last year
21 of us went skiing. “Sure what would 
we need Ski School for”, and to be fair he
had it mastered after a couple of hours.
We’ve all heard the story of him trying to
ring ‘Mammy’ when he got stuck in the
snow. That trip to Val Thorens was  
particularly  special, with 5 sets of siblings 
and lots of cousins, it’s one of our 
fondest memories.

Dillon, you really were one of a kind, not
a day goes by where we don’t think about
you. Thank you for the memories, we’ll
cherish them forever.

Andrea Loughnane, Dillon Quirke, Laura
Loughnane and Enda ‘Hedgy’ Heffernan on a
night out in Kilkenny, May 2022.

To live in 
the hearts 
of those you
loved, is never
to have died

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
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EACH year the Tipperary Sup -
porters Club members are afford-
ed the opportunity to vote for

their ‘Tipperary Senior Hurler of the
Year’. 

In 2022 Dillon Quirke was voted as
the members ‘Hurler of the Year’. The
overwhelming vote for Dillon was in
recognition of his immense contribu-
tion to the team and his outstanding
performances for the County. 

On 5th August 2022, the whole coun-
try was rocked by the sudden and tragic
passing of Dillon while he was playing
hurling for his club Clonoulty-Ross-
more in the Tipperary championship.

Tipperary Supporters Club wish to
express our deepest sympathies to Dil-
lon’s family and friends. May Dillon rest
in eternal peace and never forgotten.

The Tipperary Supporters Club
‘Hurler of the Year’ 2022 trophy and the
Tony Reddin Perpetual Cup will be
 presented to Dan and Hazel Quirke at
half-time of today’s game.

The annual trophy is again kindly
sponsored by John Quirke of Quirke’s

Jewellers, Cahir, Co. Tipperary and the
Tony Reddin Perpetual Cup donated 
by Mrs Maura Reddin and the Reddin
family.

We support the Dillon Quirke Foun-
dation which was set up in the memory
of the late Dillon. Sudden adult death
syndrome (SADS) takes 100 young lives
in Ireland every year. The aim of the
Foundation is to raise awareness and
save lives by screening every GAA
 player both male and female from the
age of 12 upwards. We urge all our
members to support this worthy cause.

TIPPERARY
SUPPORTERS
TIPPERARY

CL
UB

SUPPORTERS CL
UB

CL
UB

Hurler of the
Year 2022

Dillon Quirke

Dillon Quirke wore
the No. 5 jersey in
the 2022 Munster
SHC and played
every minute of the
four matches.  
[Photo: Bridget Delaney]

By: Billy Coman (Secretary Tipperary Supporters Club)
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The poem, written by his friend Seanie Nally,
was read out by Dillon Quirke’s

sister Shannon at his funeral

D.Q. 5   (1998 - 2022)

6 ft 2, eyes of blue,
A smile for me and for you too.

You hail from Clonoulty,
You ooze green and gold.
All the fans in the stand,
Watch your talent unfold.

The Dan Breen final
You scored 2 from the line,
The news got around

“young Quirke is sublime”.

Tipp managers got talking,
A star has been found,
Get him into the stadium,
No time to mess around.

You excelled at minor and U21,
And you’ve made it to senior,
There’s more to be won.

You took on the Deise,
You ran riot in the league,
You scored from all angles,
We cheered with intrigue.

No. 5 was your spot,
You stood tall at wing back,

King of the skis,
Deadly in attack.

The field was your stage Dillon,
And you’re the main actor,

We all loved being around you,
Sharing the laughs and the banter.

We’ll never forget the days
We spent on the boat,

With your cheeky Quirke grin,
So innocently we’d float.

So much left unsaid,
So many seas to explore,

But now you’ll grace Heaven,
At young age of 24.

No time for more hurling,
No time for goodbye,

You’ve gone to our Lord,
And only He knows why.

With a smile on your face,
And pride in your chest,
To the throne in Heaven

You’ll be wearing the Tipp crest.

Forever in our hearts,
Your fame and glory,

Dillon Quirke is the name,
Remember the story.
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Conor Stakelum and Dillon Quirke celebrate following
the Bord Gais Energy GAA Hurling All-Ireland U21
Championship Final between Cork and Tipperary at
the Gaelic Grounds in Limerick on 26th August 2018.

[Photo: Sam Barnes/Sportsfile]



Dillon Quirke of
Clonoulty-Rossmore
takes a high ball over
Thurles Sarsfields
Seosamh Ryan during
the FBD County Senior
Hurling quarter-final
on 16th October 2021.
[Photo:  Eamonn McGee]
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2016 was the year, when following a
discussion in a local hostelry, the idea
of The West’s Awake was born. Philip
Quirke, an uncle of
Dillon, suggested
running a music
festival in the club
grounds in an effort 
to raise badly needed
funds for club
development.

A committee was
formed following a
meeting and a date was
set. The West’s Awake
was no longer a dream
but became a reality.
Hermitage Green was
the headline band in
that year and the sun
shone brightly down
upon us. The event
was such a success, it
was decided to run 
it on an annual basis,
on the Sunday of the
June bank holiday
weekend. Dan and
Hazel Quirke (The
Townhouse Deli)
sponsored the festival
and have continued
to remain loyal to it. 

Clonoulty on June
4th next is the place
to be when the
festival welcomes for
the first time The
Whistlin’ Donkeys,
travelling all the way
from Tyrone. Old
favourites Rebel Hearts
will also take to the

stage. Silver Dollar
from Borrisoleigh are
returning for the
second year and we are
delighted to welcome
for the first time 
Molly O’Connell from
Kilcommon.

Tickets will be on
sale through all club
social media pages.
Why not join us 
for a great day’s
entertainment!

The WEST’S AWAKE
MUSIC FESTIVAL
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THE WEST'STHE WEST'S
AWAKEAWAKE

CLONOULTY ROSSMORE GAA CLUBCLONOULTY ROSSMORE GAA CLUB

4th June4th June

THE WHISTLIN' DONKEYS
THE REBEL HEARTS
MOLLY O'CONNELL

SILVER DOLLAR

FULL BAR & FOODFULL BAR & FOOD

SUNDAYSUNDAY

TICKETS ON SALE SOONTICKETS ON SALE SOON



BEST WISHES
TO THE

DILLON QUIRKE 
FOUNDATION

from FBD Insurance

      



Brón ar an mbás,
ní féidir a shéanadh,
Leagann sé úr is críon
le chéile . . .

Dillon Quirke

1998 - 2022


